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The reaction in the second experiment was identical

to the first observation. The Boiga’s reacted with
increased excitement, almost panic, to the Naia. lt

did, however, take 19 minutes before the Boiga’s

exhibited a first reaction. This delay was probably
due to the cobra not being put directly into the terra-
rium, but placed in a separate plastic terrarium.

During the next few weeks 1 repeated the same
experiment with both groups of Boiga dendrophila
melanota with an almost adult Krait (Bungarus
fasciatus).The Krait was 75 cm long, and was confined

to a small plastic terrarium and placed into the terra-
rium of the mangrove night snakes in the evening.
The same panic and escape behaviour was observed
in this case.

DISCUSSION

My observations appear to show that Boiga dendro-

phila melanota can determine from the odour of
other snakes whether they are food or whether the
snakes could be dangerous to them. The details of

how this distinction is made are not clear. That this is

behaviour that is learnt from previous experience can
be excluded, since such an experience can be had only

once, namely when another snake is eating the man-

grove night snake. lt also appears that the ability to
differentiate between food and enemies is not limited

to Boiga dendrophila melanota. An escape response
was observed with Elaphe radiata that was placed in

the Boiga’s terrarium. Apparently this is an inherited
behaviour. ln his book Greene (1999) describes the
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possibilitythat snakes differentiate between food and

enemies by smell. It would certainly be interesting to
know how, for instance, a Boiga dendrophila would

react to an ophiophagous snake from South America,
since in that case the ability to recognise the snake us

dangerous cannot be inherited.
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